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Toronto, ON 
November 2-11, 20182018 ROYAL HORSE SHOW

McLain Ward (USA) claimed the ninth Royal Horse Show World Cup title of his career when he and the 
10-year-old mare HH Gigi’s Girl scored victory in the $205,000 Longines FEI Jumping World Cup in its 
new Saturday night time slot to close out the Royal Horse Show. The two-time Olympic team gold medalist 
topped a 21-horse field over tracks set by 2018 WEG course designer Alan Wade of Ireland. “This was a 
gymnastics test, which is what courses are now at the highest level,” said Ward, 43, who also earned Leading 
International Rider honours. “I think of this as a second home. As you saw, we had a sold-out crowd, and I’m 
thrilled to be part of it.” 

Israel’s Daniel Bluman, 28, won the $85,000 GroupBy 
“Big Ben” Challenge riding Ladriano Z, a 10-year-old 
Zangersheide gelding – the last and fastest in the exciting 
11-horse jumpoff. “I won by a fraction of a second – I got 
lucky,” he admitted, adding, “We go to a lot of competitions, 
but when you’re at a show like this, every class you 
compete in, you want to perform. Forget about the prize 
money, forget about the world ranking points, forget about 
anything else; you just want to be the best that you can be 
for the crowd. That’s what makes it fun!”

McLain Ward also raced to victory 
riding Tradition de la Roque in the 
$50,000 Weston Canadian Open, 
just edging Canada’s Keean White 

and Leilani. “The environment here 
is brilliant,” enthused Ward. “This is 

a crowd that really understands  
the sport and appreciates the 

animals. People make 
an effort to dress 

up and make it 
an important 

evening.”

INTERNATIONAL 

JUMPERS
$205,000 Longines FEI 

Jumping World Cup
1. HH Gigi’s Girl, McLain Ward 

(USA) 0/0-32.42
2. Eddie Blue, Devin Ryan 

(USA) 0/0-33.88
3. Hermelien vd Hooghoeve, 

Ali Ramsay(CAN) 0/0-34.62
4. Roulette BH, Amanda 

Derbyshire (GBR) 0/0-35.20
5. Barnetta, Sharn Wordley 

(NZL) 0/4-37.21

$85,000 Groupby “Big Ben” 
Challenge

1.  Ladriano Z, Daniel Bluman 
(ISR) 0/0-32.34

2.  Eddie Blue, Devin Ryan 
(USA) 0/0-32.53

3.  Bokai, Catherine Tyree 
(USA) 0/0-33.32

4.  Blue Movie, Rowan Willis 
(AUS) 0/0-34.52

5.  Count Me In, Beth Underhill 
(CAN) 0:/0-35.26

$50,000 Weston Canadian 
Open - 1. Tradition de la 
Roque, McLain Ward (USA); 
2. Leilani, Keean White 
(CAN); 3. Penelope Cruz, 
Capt. Brian Cournane (IRL)

$36,000 McKee Family 
International Challenge - 1.  
Bokai, Catherine Tyree 
(USA); 2. Contagious, 
McLain Ward (USA); 3. 
Bacara d’Archonfosse, 
Daniel Bluman (ISR)

$36,000 Jolera International 
Jumper Welcome - 1. Little 
Lord, Karen Polle (JPN); 2. 
Shark, Rowan Willis (AUS); 
3. Cooper, Devin Ryan (USA)

$36,000 Brickenden Trophy 
International - 1. Penelope 
Cruz, Capt. Brian Cournane 
(IRL); 2. Tahiorn, Keean 
White (CAN); 3. Colestina H, 
Daniel Bluman (ISR)

$25,000 International K9/
Equine Challenge - 1. 
Lady Maria BH, Amanda 
Derbyshire (GBR); 2. Little 
Lord, Karen Polle (JPN); 3. 
Florida, Devin Ryan (USA)

Leading International Rider - 
McLain Ward

Leading Canadian Rider -  
Keean White

All Canadian Cup Leading 
Canadian-Owned Horse - 
Leilani (Lisa Marie Gauthier 
& Angelstone Farm), Keean 
White

Whitaker Award - Erynn 
Ballard



Ali Ramsay of Victoria, BC, had a 
phenomenal Royal, with the first clear 
round of the evening in the $205,000 
Longines FEI Jumping World Cup 
and a quick and fault-free jump-off 
trip to finish third aboard Hermelien 
vd Hooghoeve. “I think my horse did 
everything I asked of her,” said Ramsay; 
the pair also placed 8th in the 
Big Ben Challenge on Thursday 
evening. Ramsay, 26, first 
attended the Royal Horse Show 
in 2012 when she won the 
Running Fox CET Medal 
Final.

Keean White was 
named Leading 
Canadian Rider, 
while his ride 
Leilani, an eight-
year-old grey 
Oldenburg mare 
owned by Lisa 
Marie Gauthier and 
Angelstone Farm, 
earned the title of 
All Canadian Cup 
Leading Canadian-
Owned Horse.

Captain Brian Cournane (IRL) won the 
$36,000 Brickenden Trophy International 
Jumpers riding Penelope Cruz, a 10-year-old 
Irish Sport Horse mare acquired from fellow 
Irishman Darragh Kerins a year ago. While 
Cournane is new to the Royal, he’s very 
familiar with course designer Alan Wade. 
“It’s very funny; when I was a kid doing 
hunter trials in Ireland, I was 16 or 17 and Alan 
was building the courses back then,” said 
Cournane, 36. “Now we’re at The Royal and 
he’s building! It’s incredible.”

Erynn Ballard (right) received the Whitaker Award 
from Willa Gauthier, chair of the Royal Horse Show, 

as the top FEI-ranked Canadian rider competing in 
the international division at the Royal, although she 

had some terrible luck when she broke her hand 
against J’Adore Van Het Klinkhof’s neck on the 

opening night of international competition.
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Nicole Walker of Aurora, ON, 
was crowned the winner of the 
$125,000 Canadian Show Jumping 
Championship after incurring just 
one rail and a single time fault over 
two days and three Alan Wade-
designed courses aboard Falco 
van Spieveld, her 13-year-old 
Belgian Warmblood gelding. “It 
was definitely a pressure situation, 
because there was really no room 
for error,” said Walker, who was the 
U25 champion here in 2017. “This 
is a very humbling sport, so I never 
expected [to win], but we were 
hopeful and positive, and the horse 
has been feeling amazing all week, 
so I’m glad we could pull it off.”

NATIONAL 
JUMPERS
$125,000 Canadian Show 

Jumping Championship
Round One
1. Falco van Spieveld, Nicole 

Walker  64.37
2. Casino, Ali Ramsay 66.47
3. Leilani, Keean White 67.04
4. Calvin Klein, Ian Millar 70.23
5. Heros, Amy Millar 70.63
Final
1. Falco van Spieveld, Nicole 

Walker 5.00
2. Heros, Amy Millar 7.13
3. Count Me In, Beth Underhill 

7.31
4. Calvin Klein, Ian Millar 8.93
5. Zaia Di San Giovanni, Mac 

Cone 9.31

Overall Champion: Nicole 
Walker, Falco van Spieveld

$12,500 Alfred Rogers U25 
National Championship 

Phase 1
1. Farfelu du Printemps, Julia 

Madigan 
2. Quidam’s Caprice M, 

Veronica Bot
3. Dynamite, Barbara Ruziska
4. Crackerjack, Kassidy Keith 
5. WKM Xenia, Brennan 

McCullagh
Phase II
1. WKM Xenia, Brennan Mc-

Cullagh
2. Crackerjack, Kassidy Keith
3. Farfelu du Printemps, Julia 

Madigan
4. Freaky Liefhebber, Jacque-

line Steffens
5. Chacco Prime, Alexanne 

Thibault

U25 National Champion: 
Farfelu du Printemps, Julia 
Madigan; RES: WKM Xenia, 
Brennan McCullagh

Jr/Am Jumper - CH: Fiesta-
munde, Jordan MacPher-
son; RES: Egano Van Het 
Slogenhof, Susan Horn

Jr Jumper - CH: Bronan, 
Charlotte McLaughlin; CH: 
Nature des Pierres, Coraline 
Thibault; CH: Chaccana, 
Olivia Stephenson

$5,000 MarBill Hill Royal 
Pony Jumper Final - 1. 
Beaverwood’s Halo, Kilby 
Brunner Deforest; 2. Royal, 
Tatum Horan; 3. Ever So 
Clever, Grace Stevenson

Pony Jumper Challenge - CH: 
Beaverwood’s Halo, Kilby 
Brunner Deforest; RES: Ever 
So Clever, Grace Stevenson

(Right) Jordan Macpherson, 29, of Toronto, ON, 
claimed the 1.40m Junior/Amateur Jumping 
Championship title aboard Fiestamunde, an 

eight-year-old Dutch Warmblood mare owned by 
Sved Stables. The pair steadily improved during 

the show, placing eighth in the opening welcome 
class, third in the speed class and winning the 

stake in the mare’s first indoor event. “It’s always 
great to win, but it’s even better when you win 

at The Royal,” said Macpherson, who trains with 
the Millar family. “My goal is to move her up 

and compete in the Canadian Show Jumping 
Championship next year. She’s a pretty amazing 

horse and I’m really lucky to have her.”
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Kilby Brunner Deforest, 14, of Hillsburgh, ON, and  
Beaverwood’s Halo jumped to victory in the $5,000 MarBill 
Hill Farm Royal Pony Jumper Final to take the division 
championship. “This is my fifth time competing in the pony 
jumpers at The Royal,” said Brunner Deforest, who was 
reserve champion in 2016 and 2017. “This is a new pony for 
me; she is very fast and really good in the turns,” she said of 
the 14-year-old mare owned by her, mother, Kirsten Brunner. 
“She’s very confident and handled the noise and the [Coca-
Cola Coliseum] very well. I love coming here and competing 
over a few days in front of a big crowd.”

Julia Madigan, 22, of Vancouver, BC, claimed 
the Uplands Under 25 National Championship 

aboard Farfelu du Printemps, a 13-year-old 
Belgian Warmblood gelding owned by her 

father, John Madigan. The pair, who are coached 
by Jill Henselwood, also took the 1.40m Junior/

Amateur Jumping Championship in 
2017. “I think the U25 is a bit more 

competitive and a bit bigger 
than the Junior/Amateur, 

so it’s an extra boost 
for me,” said 

Madigan, who 
is a full-time 

student in her 
final year of 
mechanical 
engineering 

at Queen’s 
University in 

Kingston, ON. 
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HUNTER DERBIES  
& EQUITATION
$15,000 Braeburn Farms 

Canadian Hunter Derby - 1. 
Carrera S, Isabelle Lapierre  
(113); 2. Enchanted, Erynn 
Ballard (100); 3. Stakkato 
Grande W, Kristjan Good (99)

$25,000 Knightwood Canadian 
Hunter Derby - 1. Carrera S, 
Isabelle Lapierre (109); 2. 
Enchanted, Erynn Ballard 
(107); 3. Chantilly Lace, 
Kristjan Good

Lorna Jean Guthrie Challenge 
Trophy - Isabelle Lapierre, 
Carrera S

Prince of Thieves Go West 
Trophy -  Isabelle Lapierre, 
Carrera S

Represent the West 
Championship - Kassidy 
Keith, Carivero

2018 Jump Canada Medal 
National Final - 1. Miranda 
Burruano, Quixote; 2. Sam 
Walker, Willem; 3. Ellah 
Dubeau-Kielty, Cupidon

CET Medal Flat/Gymnastic Phase 
- 1. Willem, Sam Walker; 2. 
Cori Coletta, Kyara Semrau; 3. 
Carter Z, Madison Weber

CET Medal Jumping Phase - 
1.Willem, Sam Walker; 2. 
Ferraro K, Mackenzey Nadeau; 
3. East, Anya Bereznicki

CET Medal Overall  - 1. Willem, 
Sam Walker; 2. Lia, Beatrice 
Daviault; 3. Ferraro K, 
Mackenzey Nadeau

(Left) Isabelle Lapierre of Levis, QC, 
won back-to-back classes at the Royal 
to claim the 2018 Canadian Hunter 
Derby Series National Championship 
title aboard Carrera S. “To win is a 
dream, so maybe the best thing now is 
to retire from doing hunter derbies,” Lapierre 
joked after her victory. The 39-year-old trains 
hunters and jumpers at Les Écuries de la 
Chaudiére and shook things up in 2017 by 
claiming two FEI World Cup Qualifiers.

(Bottom/left) Miranda Burruano, 18, of Orchard 
Park, NY won the 2018 Jump Canada Medal 
National Final aboard Quixote. This dual 
citizen who currently lives in Canada and is in 
her freshman year in arts and sciences at the 
University of Guelph has been training with 
Ainsley and Courtney Vince of Burlington, ON, 
for the past five years. “They are really funny 
and are always so positive and supportive,” said 
Miranda. “I really didn’t show that much this 
year [due to illness], so to prepare for the Final 
I just tried to get as much riding in as possible 
and they helped me get on my ‘A’ game.”

(Bottom/right) Sam Walker, 16, of Nobleton, 
ON, had an incredible run in the autumn 
of 2018, first winning the ASPCA Maclay 
Championship at the National Horse Show in 
Lexington, KY, riding Waldo on Nov. 4, then 
clinching the Running Fox CET Medal and 
finishing as reserve champion in the Jump 
Canada Medal National Final at the Royal 
aboard Willem. “It feels a little bit surreal!” said 
Walker, who trains with his parents, Scott and 
Dee Walker, and John Brennan and Missy Clark 
when in the US. “He was amazing this week; I 
couldn’t be happier with how he performed.”

CEALY TETLEY/WWW.TETLEYPHOTO.COM



HUNTERS
A/O Hunter - CH: Damiro Van Ter 

Notelaere, Muffie Guthrie; 
RES: Davenport, Olivia Irving

AdAm Hunter 18-35 - CH: Emir, 
Vimy Henderson; RES: 
Carrick, Jordan Riley

AdAm Hunter 36+ - CH: Case 
Closed, Shannon Robinson; 
RES: Heavenly, Kendel Bielby

Comb. Working Hunter - CH: 
‘Round Midnight, Erynn 
Ballard; RES: Diamo Blue, 
Wendy Good

Jr Working Hunter - CH: Cassini 
Boy, Madison McMullen; RES: 
QVF Noemi, Lauren Esdale

Children’s Hunter - CH: Giorgio, 
Kaylah Carruthers; RES: 
Cosmopolitan, Emma Cassell

Large Pony Hunter - CH: Hand 
In My Pocket, Estella Willis; 
RES: Northwind Crispin, Ella 
Davison

Medium Pony Hunter - CH: 
Golden Ticket, Livia Martin; 
RES: Kiss Me Kate, Kailey 
Kaiser

Three’s A Crowd Small Pony 
Hunter - CH: Wray Acres 
Amythest, Ava Campbell; 
RES: Tyrone, Danielle Sayer

Canadian Bred Hunter Award - 
Viewpoint, Kristy Carnovale

Rowfantina Collage Memorial 
Trophy - Giorgio, Kaylah 
Carruthers

“Killer Tom” Award High Score 
Hunter - Damiro Van Ter 
Notelaere, Muffie Guthrie

J Elliot Cottrelle Royal Grand 
Champion Amateur - Damiro 
Van Ter Notelaere, Muffie 
Guthrie

Janet Cottrelle Memorial Trophy 
High Score Amateur - Damiro 
Van Ter Notelaere, Muffie 
Guthrie

Yvonne Collard Royal Grand 
Champion Hunter Pony - 
Wray Acres Amythest, Ava 
Campbell

Muffie Guthrie and Damiro Van 
Ter Notelaere cleaned up at this 
Royal, clinching the Amateur Owner 
championship as well as the Royal Grand 
Champion Amateur, the Janet Cottrelle 
Memorial Trophy High Score Amateur and 
the “Killer Tom” Award High Score Hunter.

(Right) Shannon Robinson was 
named Adult Amateur Hunter 36+ 

champion riding Case Closed.

The Junior Working 
Hunter championship 
was awarded to 
Madison McMullen 
with Cassini Boy.

Adult Amateur 
Hunter 18-35 
champion was 
Vimy Henderson 
riding Emir.
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The Combined 
Working Hunter 
champion was Erynn 
Ballard aboard 
‘Round Midnight. 

Winner of the Children’s Hunter division and the 
Rowfantina Collage Memorial Trophy was Kaylah 
Carruthers riding Giorgio.

Hand In My Pocket, piloted by Estella 
Willis, was Large Pony Hunter champion.

Livia Martin and Golden Ticket were 
golden to take the Medium Pony 

Hunter championship. 

Ava Campbell and Wray 
Acres Amythest prevailed 
to take the Three’s A 
Crowd Small Pony Hunter 
and Yvonne Collard Royal 
Grand Champion Hunter 
Pony awards.

	   February 2019   |   HORSE SPORT        63



64        HORSE SPORT   |   February 2019	 www.Horse-Canada.com

EVENTING & 
DRESSAGE

Horseware Indoor Eventing 
Challenge

1. Glendening Avis, Lauren 
Kieffer (USA)

2. Oscar’s Wild, Brandon 
McMechan (CAN)

3. Totally Frank, Kendal Lehari 
(CAN)

4. Honor Me, Lisa Marie 
Fergusson (CAN)

5. Serendipity, Colleen Loach 
(CAN)

Dressage Derby
Round 1
1. Esther Mortimer (GTM), Ribot  

68.897%
2.  Adrienne Lyle (USA), Ribot  

72.574%
3. Jaimey Irwin (CAN),  Adajio  

66.103%
4. Tom Dvorak (CAN), Adajio  

69.338%
Round 2
1. Adrienne Lyle (USA),  Daedalus  

69.559%
2. Tom Dvorak (CAN),  Daedalus  

66.912%

US Olympian Lauren Kieffer made 
her Royal Horse Show debut 
(and indoor eventing debut) a 
winning one, claiming victory in 
the $20,000 Horseware Indoor 
Eventing Challenge. She rode 
Glendening Avis, a 13-year-old 
buckskin Canadian Sport Horse 
mare owned by Callie Evans, over 
courses set by Mark Phillips. “The 
mare is just incredible; she tries 
her guts out. It’s very rare that 
you hop on something and sync 
together so quickly,” said Kieffer. 
“The format is fun; it’s energetic. 
If it gets one person to leave here 
and go Google ‘eventing’ and get 
into it, then it did its purpose.”

Kendal Lehari of 
Uxbridge, ON – a 

familiar face in 
this event since its 

inception – rode 
her Thoroughbred 

gelding Totally 
Frank to third place.

Toronto’s Brandon 
McMechan finished second 
aboard Oscar’s Wild, his 
nine-year-old Thoroughbred 
gelding. The pair also 
finished second in this 
popular event in 2017. 



Tom Dvorak, shown aboard his first 
ride, Adajio, was the runner-up in 
the Dressage Derby premiere.

Fan favourites Jacqueline Brooks and D 
Niro performed one last Freestyle at the 
Royal Horse Show during an emotional and 
heart-warming performance to honour the 
19-year-old Swedish Warmblood gelding, 
who will now officially enjoy retirement.

Fresh off their appearance at the 2018 
FEI World Equestrian Games in Tryon in 
September, Brittany Fraser-Beaulieu of Saint 
Bruno, QC, and All In, her 13-year-old Dutch 
Warmblood gelding, dazzled the crowd with 
an intricate Freestyle performance.

The inaugural Dressage 
Derby featured Esther 
Mortimer (GUA) and 
Adrienne Lyle (USA) 
facing off against 
Canadians Tom Dvorak 
and Jaimey Irwin in 
a unique new knock-
out style format on 
Dressage Night, Nov. 
6. The exhibition 
competition challenged 
riders to perform a 
Prix St. Georges-level 
test on a horse they’d 
never ridden before 
after just five minutes’ 
warmup. It was Lyle 
(pictured aboard her 
second ride, Daedalus) 
who edged Dvorak in 
the second round and 
became the inaugural 
champion. “They are all 
really incredible riders 
and it was a really 
close competition,” 
said Lyle. “It’s a great 
way to showcase 
top riders without 
having the expense of 
shipping a lot of horses 
in.”

BEN RADVANYI PHOTOS
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ROYAL BREEDING 
CLASSES

(O=Owner; H=Handler; R=Rider)

The Governor General’s Cup - 1. Karamel K, (O) Ashland 
Farm & Darlene Tierney, (H) Darlene Tierney; 2. Kid 
Cornet, (O) Iris Lustig, (H) Claire Hunter; 3. Pied Piper, 
(O) Brittany Vollmer, (H) Andrea Volasko

The Lieutenant Governor’s Cup - 1. Sullivan, (O) Alanna 
Parker (H/R) Teha Lapointe; 2. Beau Balou, (O) Louise 
Masek, (H/R) Katie Uloth; 3. Pied Piper, (O) Brittany 
Vollmer, (H/R) Andrea Volasko

CANADIAN SPORT HORSES
CSH President’s Cup, Colt, Gelding, Filly 2018 - 1. Braecrest 

Bonfire, (O/H) Claire Hunter; 2. Mind Game CM, (O) 
Andrea Corvari & Daune MacGregor, (H) Andrea Corvari; 
3. Janakos Protocol, (O/H) Andrea Volasko

CSH Colt or Gelding Foaled 2017 - 1. Redford Park Jem, (O) 
Janet MacKenzie, (H) Rob Marling; 2. Briggs WS, (O) 
Andrea Galan-Nicholls, (H) Keith Reid; 3. Snug Harbor, 
(O/H) Alyssa Blumberg

CSH Colt or Gelding Foaled 2016 - 1. Bandera du Stern WS, 
(O) Deanna Cubellis-O’Brien, (H) Victoria Broadbent; 2. 
Levitikus K, (O) Sarah Wilson, (H) Colleen McGrath; 3. 
Perfect Wish, (O/H) Annie-Pier Venne

CSH Colt or Gelding Foaled 2015 - 1. Ganesh M, (O) Daune 
MacGregor, (H) Andrea Corvari; 2. Randill, (O) Dorinda 
Greenway, (H) Ryan Roy

CSH Sr Champion Colt or Gelding - Ganesh M; RES: Bandera 
du Stern WS

CSH Filly Foaled 2017 - 1. Blue Lotus KSF, (O) Keystone 
Farms & Amanda Stolarchuk, (H) Amanda Stolarchuk; 
2. Presto I, (O/H) Anne Taylor; 3. Riesling DF, (O) Leslie 
Purrott, (H) Andrew Hewlett

CSH Jr Champion Filly - Braecrest Bonfire; RES: Blue Lotus KSF
CSH Filly Foaled 2016 - 1. Braecrest Covergirl, (O) Krista 

Schneider & Zoey Rus, (H) Lisa Carswell; 2. Carte Noir, 
(O)Ulla Brooks, (H) Garry Roque

CSH Filly Foaled 2015 - 1. Karamel K, (O) Ashland Farm & 
Darlene Tierney, (H) Darlene Tierney; 2. Kiera K, (O/H) 
Robyn Baechler; 3. Tallulah VLS, (O/H) Allison West

CSH Sr Champion Filly - Karamel K; RES: Braecrest Covergirl
CSH Broodmare Foaled 2015 or Earlier - 1. Sandriana, (O/H) 

Rebekka Beattie; 2. Sartors Jet-Set, (O) Tiara Equine & 
Meagan Maloney, (H) Meagan Maloney; 3. Force of Magic 
IHE, (O) Debra Ottier, (H) Kiya Ottier

CSH Yeld Mare Foaled 2015 or Earlier - 1. Paloma, (O) Leslie 
Powers, (H) Rob Fera; 2. Wunchstraum, (O)Theresa Gilligan, 
(H) Marlee Gilligan; 3. Tiger Lilly, (O/H) Courtney Towes

CSH Champion Mare - Paloma; RES: Sandriana
CSH Get of Sire - 1. GOS-Redwine, (O/H) Robyn Baechler; 2. 

GOS-Amazing, (O/H) Hannah Ellingham; 3. GOS-Banderas, 
(O) Deanna Cubellis-O’Brien, (H) Victoria Broadbent

CSH Progeny of Dam - 1. POD-Selena VI, (O) Janet 
MacKenzie, (H) Rob Marling; 2. POD-Etoile, (O) Deanna 
Cubellis-O’Brien, (H) Victoria Broadbent; 3. POD-St 
Lucia, (O) Keystone Farms & Amanda Stolarchuk, (H) 
Amanda Stolarchuk

CSHA Grand Champion: Braecrest Covergirl; RES: Karamel K

THOROUGHBREDS
TB Jr - 1. Townsend, (O/H) Robin Hannah Carlton; 2. Saffiano, 

(O/H) Meagan White; 3. Stanley, (O/H) Katie Guse
TB Sr - 1. Simply Decadent, (O/H) Marc Desautels; 2. 

Realbigwig, (O) Shannon Smith, (H) Lise Elder; 3. Tap 
Show, (O/H) Laurie Braida

TB Jr Perf. U/S - 1. Townsend, (O/R) Robin Hannah Carlton; 
2. Sunair, (O/R) Korina McLean; 3. Splash of Class, (O/R) 
Alicia Burberry

TB Sr Perf. U/S - 1. Alex’s Love, (O/R) Leslie McCormick; 2. 
Future Kings, (O) Marilyn Lee-Hannah, (R) Lilah Chivers; 
3. Niigons Halo H, (O) Fiona Levers, (R) Natalie Roth

TB Grand Champion:  Townsend

With chrome, a commanding presence and correct conformation, Canadian Sport Horse Karamel 
K (Redwine x Primadonna K) brought Ashland Farm of Ashton, ON, its third Governor General’s 
Cup win, following in the hoofsteps of Popeye K in 2000 and Roman K in 2005. The flashy chestnut 
filly’s dam was Popeye K’s first foal and has the topline and hip of her grandsire, and the head, neck 
and movement of her sire, Redwine, according to Paul Morgan, who operates Ashland Farm with 
Darlene Tierney, where Redwine stands. In the past, Morgan and Tierney left Cup handling duties to 
pro Ronnie Davidson; this year, Tierney took on the task. It was an up-and-down year at line shows 
as Tierney struggled with how to bring out the mare’s best trot. She showed Karamel K to second 
place at Devon this year before handling the mare for her Cup win. “Naturally, Darlene was over the 
moon,” says Morgan. Karamel K was also named CSH Senior Champion Filly.  ~ Tracy Hanes

After Sullivan GS was backed in July, 2018, owner/breeder Alanna Parker of Riguard, Quebec, 
suspected she had a Lieutenant Governor’s Cup contender on her hands due to his exceptional 
movement and brain. Her hunch was confirmed by Sandra Laprise, owner of his sire, Sir Wanabi. 
With 18-year-old rider Teha Lapointe aboard, the 17.2 HH Canadian Sport Horse gelding, who 
hadn’t attended any qualifiers, took top spot in the LG Cup at the Royal. Although confident the 
horse would finish in the top 10, the win was a complete surprise to Parker. “This was our first 
time competing in this class with a homebred, so it was very emotional hearing his name over the 
loudspeaker,” she said. ‘Little Bumper’ as he is known is out of Paddy’s Batch, a Rio Grande mare 
that had a successful dressage career before retiring as a broodmare that Parker purchased from 
Ontario Elite Hunter Sales. Sullivan GS will have the winter off to mature before being restarted 
under saddle in the spring. ~ Tracy Hanes
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CSH Senior Champion Colt/Gelding was Ganesh M, a grey 
three-year-old gelding (Sir Caletto x Filigree S) owned by 
Daune MacGregor of Chatsworth, ON, and shown by Andrea 
Corvari.

Braecrest Covergirl, a two-year-old chestnut filly (Checkmate x 
Romantic Pursuit) owned by Krista Schneider and Zoey Rus and handled 
by Lisa Carswell was named CSHA Grand Champion.

(Above/left) Alex’s Love, owned and ridden by Leslie 
McCormick, won the Thoroughbred Senior Performance 

Under Saddle class. The 20-year-old Maryland-bred 
chestnut gelding (Not For Love x Cutie Buttons), had 79 

starts at the track and won over $181,000 USD.

(Above/right) Grand Champion Thoroughbred 
was Townsend, a five-year-old chestnut gelding 

(Philanthropist x Honoured One) who was bred in 
Ontario at Curraghmore Farm Inc. and is owned and 

ridden by Robin Hannah Carlton of St. Catharines, ON.

(Left) Sportpony Star Search Challenge Cup champion 
was Crown Ridge Just One Wish, a black three-year-

old Sport Pony stallion (Cllynncopa Jakarta x Imagine) 
owned and handled by Jenna Ponzo.


